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26 Proven Principles to Guide Your Development Effort 
 

A. People need to GIVE. We need to ASK OFTEN! 

 

 

 

B. People give to PEOPLE, justified by the CAUSE. 

 

 

 

C. People give primarily for EMOTIONAL reasons, but they justify their giving with LOGIC. 

 

 

 

D. People like to give what they are EXPECTED to give. 

 

 

 

E. People who PARTICIPATE in a ministry will give more to that ministry. 

 

 

 

F. People like to feel that they are a WORTHWHILE member of a WORTHWHILE group. 

 

 

 

G. Most people like to be sought out for their OPINION. 

 

 

 

H. People like to give for FUTURE PLANS.  
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I. The past gives CREDIBILITY but doesn’t motivate current gifts. 

 

 

 

J. The more SPECIFIC you are, the more believable you are. 

 

 

 

K. In a given population, the distribution of wealth is UNEQUAL. 

 

 

 

L. The more OFTEN a donor gives, the more money he will give. 

 

 

 

M. EXISTING donors give more than new donors. 

 

 

 

N. People who give CONSISTENTLY give more than those who give sporadically. 

 

 

 

O. People who give to more than one PROGRAM OR CAUSE within an organization will give more and give 

longer to the organization. (And they will probably give more to each cause.) 

 

 

 

P. People expect to be THANKED for their contributions. 

 

 

 

Q. If people only hear from us WHEN WE NEED MONEY, they are less likely to respond. 

 

 

 

R. 80% of the money comes from 20% of the donors. 
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S. DEADLINES move people to action.  

T. The more people give, the more the Lord will use them as a CONDUIT for giving to worthy causes.  

II Corinthians 9:8 

 

 

 

U. People give according to their ABILITY.  

II Corinthians 8:12 

 

 

 

V. It’s okay to receive money from NON-CHRISTIANS.  

Nehemiah 2:4-8 

 

 

 

W. It is a ministry to raise money from the RICH.  

I Timothy 6:17-19 

 

 

 

X. You should be raising money from those to whom you are MINISTERING.  

I Corinthians 9:11, 14 

 

 

 

Y. You will REAP what you SOW.  

II Corinthians 9:6 

 

 

 

Z. Our WORK is evidence of our FAITH.  

Hebrews 11:6-8; James 2:17 

 

 

Conclusion 


